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Abstract

For the past 40 yearnspmigration from China, Japan, and Korea has stegddwn bringing
approximately 200,000 immigrants to Argentina. Withincreasean thenationalpopulation,
guestions of adaptation and integration into Argentine society are rdiseslhat degree are

new immigrants affectingrrgentinepopular cultur@ Are there heavy Asian influences in the
way characters are developed or how Asians are portrayeh and televisio? This paper

seeks to investigatée culturalpresencef Chinese, Japanese, and Korean immigrants and their
descendants in Argentine audiovisual popular culture. Reseascharried out through the
analysis of Argentinéilms, television programs, and YouTube video clips that portray Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean persotisvas found thafrgentine popular culture incledprograms

and filmsrelated taJapanesanime Korean pop musijcand Chinese charactensdare

accustomed to seeing actors of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean deseenaimd supporting

roles bothin film and television.As Chinese, Japanese, and Korean immigrants continue to
move to Argentina, their role in shaping and defining Argentine lpopulture has become

more prominent.
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Gomezl

Introduction

Since the late 1880s, a flow of immigrants from Asia has arrived on Argentine soil. In
just the last 30 years, a strong wave of immigration broagptoximately200,000 immigrants
from Japan, Taiwan, Korea, and Chingarticular(fiAbout Argentin@). Those immigrants
now call Argentina their home and haagsimilatednto Argentine societyNevertheless,
immigrants do not completely dissolve ties with their homelands. Rather, parts of their
homelands are brought to their new horfigskstein 1) Thesecultural differences are
incorporated into their new communitias the world continues to be economically, socially, and
politically connected (Rubin ardelnick 9). This thesis investigasghe presencef Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean immigrants dmairtdescendanta forming Argentine audiovisual
popular culture.Are there heavy Asian influences in the way characters are developed or how
Asians are portrayed?The leseach takes into consideration Argentifiens, television
programs, and YouTube video clips tipartrayChinese, Japanese, and Korpansonsn
Argentine popular culture.

Argentina is Sout h Ameafter Braziingerns ef®athrachd | ar ge s
mass and population (Central Intelligence Agency)péigple combine to form a rich, diverse
population due to large waves of immigration. Argentines usually refer to the countcyisd a
de razaqliterally acrucible of races, or meltingpdfy Ab o ut A)r The first signifacant
wave of immigrats to Argentina came from Europe between 1870 and 1930, but there continues
to be immigration from regions all over the world including Asia and the Middle East. Of the
nearly 43 million people living in Argentina, approximately 92% are Caucasian ofs8pard
Italian descent (Central Intelligence Agency). At the terminus of the immigrationiwéwe

late eighteenth centurgpproximately 50% of all European immigrants, approximately 2.3
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million, came primarily from southern Italji4bout Argentin@). Like the United States of

America, todayos Ar gieation of lmees gndigdentitiest i on i s a co
As mentioned earlier, some sentiment and meaning can be lost when translating from

Spanish to EnglishHowever, t is important to notéhat Argertina is not a politicallycorrect

country in terms of the words and phrases usédte cbntextmeaning and intonatiorthat

Argentines use in daily jargas not altinclusive of concepts like race or religiowhat

Americans may perceive as harsh stgqees may be concerned part of normal life for

Argentines. Wherrgentinesrefer to ethnic minorities, @mmon umbrelldermis generally

used For example, the noun fichinod has a diff
In English,thevor d i s an adjective meaning AChineseo
or the Chinese culture However, Argentines use the word

group all Asians. So people of Korean, Japanese, Filipino, icailescenare allconsidered

Achi noso to Argentines. Taking into account
Belgrano neighborhood of Buenos Aires is comprised of more than just the Chinese ethnicity,

but Korean, Japanese, and cultures that Amesiwanld considethe Near East or the Middle

East. Furthermore, these broad generalizations can also be found with different ethnicities and
nationalities. When people from the United States refer to their nationality, the word

AAmeri canodo i s usedwor dHofiwemeerri,c &rhaes @ praenfi esrhs t o
America or Latin America. To refer to a person from the United States in Spanish, the word
festadounidenseo is wused. Further meastegn, A gr i n
Europeans andews regardlesso country of 0o rstofjViddle Eastemgiougst ur c o
such as Syrians, Persians, and Ardbss important to note that some of the analyzed films and

television programs usegeneralized terms to define one or more culturahtities.
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Chapter 1: Popular Culture in Latin America

APopul ar cultureo is a term that. Theseiseasi |y
no single definition that is deemed correchmre adequathan another From a psychological
point ofview,Rowe and Schel l i ng s uapghdtisgboundarsesthai popul a
allow for mobility of terms and concept3he reconversion, resignification and
resemanticizatoar e appropriate é to prevent [the cul't
into the dominant p o we rThisréfarence highliglets the charggiag me d i a
landscape of human thought and how words are used to describe coMa@sver, his
problem is further perplexed becaisk er e ar e Aprinci pal points of
around the act of naming. Whose culture, | an
and as cul t(uockbartl78)nTdroughthig ittodiction,a concise definition of
Apopul ar cultureo shall be defined.

Contributors to writings on Latin American popular culture hawgloyeddifferent
approaches, but there are two that emerged with surprising regularity: the cultural imperialism
approactbased orthe Marxist theory of economic dependency and the works of Italian theorist
Umberto Eco. The former approach divides the world into economically advanced, exploiting
countries who manipulate peripheral or satellite countries with less resddicds &énd Tatum
xiv). Exploitative countries not only have economic power over satellite countries, but power
over the means of production, distribution, and even content of mass media and popular culture
such as films, television, radio, comics, and photels (Hinds and Tatum xiv). The latter
approach uses Umbert o EcApdcalyptc andIntegtated on of ess
Intellectuals: Mass Communications and Theories of Mass Cudnuaté Critical View of

Culture: Mass Communications, Politicscathe Avangarde. Ec 0 6 s t hesi s bui | ds
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notion that dAforms of hi gh ioterpratationsebytheuc h as | i
observed as seen in his work on semiotics or the study of gigassar 44; Eco 381). Further
analysis by Rowand Schilling reinforcethe two approaches named by Hinds and Tatum, but
go further in saying that popular culture fdar
under threat from industrialization and the modern culture industry (2). Massivegiongof
rural people into the cities and further industrialization brought a new element into the picture:
integration of urban and rural peoples.
The notion of rural lifestyle inantrast to the urban, metropolitaray of living brings to
light the mistranslation of the wofdp o p u | a rfroncSpdnishua EmglishHarold E. Hinds,
Jr. and Charles M. Tatum recount their conceptual dilemma of defining popular culture in a Latin
American contextheir journalentited Handbook of Latin American Popular Cultuiexiii).
Often times, translators translate the Spanish pladaga popularto meanpopular culturein
English. However, this is not an accurate translatfoualtura popularconnotes themes relating
toif ol k culture, 0o which is found thriving in r
When defining Argentine popular culture, it is nearly impossible to do so without
mentioning the impact of Buenos AireShe amalgams of rural and urban life call attentmn
the importance of Buenos Aires to Argentrecause many, if not all cultural products are
funneled through the Argentine capit#ls one might expect, there are numerouisural,
economic, and politicaklationships between Buenos Aires and theakthe country. For
example, Buenos Aires is the capital of the Argentine Republic and home to the federal
government. Aerolineas Argentinas, the national airline, has its main home at Ezieza
International Airport on the outskirts of the cityo further picture this idea, the dominance of

cultural products originating from the vast metropolis of Buenos Aires overshadows to the point
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of obscurity any cultural manifestations coming out of the interior provirkaesdr Buenos
Aires: Perspectives on ti@&ty and Cultural Production)Virtually all film and television
production, original theatrical activity, and publishing houses are based in BAiee®$Foster,
Buenos Aires: Perspectives on the City and Cultural Produ&joihe Buenos Aires
metromlitan areais hometonearlp® of t he ¢ o u AAboutyAégentin@d4p Ll at i on
i's i mportant t o wsiefliemcenshaping oe popudar clliure is debned in
the Argentine Republic.

In just the last 30 years, there has been growing interest in research about urban impacts
on Latin American culture as seen in the joutaidies in Latin American Popular Culture
(foundedin 1981)and books such a&sandbook of Latin American Popular Quite edited by
Hardd E. Hinds and Charles M. Tatu From these writings, the definition of popular culture
Argentinacontinues to adapt with the continual movement of thoughts and ideas. There are
simple interpretations such Bavid William Fosted whenhea f f i r ms, fABy popul ar
mean all those forms that impinge on our daily lives: newspapers, magazines, movies, television,
greeting cardsgande v e n s o c iF@rh Mafalda ta laos Superm@ach®s Nevertheless
there areexplanationghat incorporate national identity as seen in Eva Baearad Terry
Caesad s bnmagirtation beyond NationTheysee popular cultur@ Latin Americaa sa st
of middle stratum between an adopted paradigm of national identity and a lived complexity of
soci al r ePardomallyyl agreé withranc® s own de f iwoauldbetleen whi ch i
broadest possible and would include a spectrum of signifying practices and pleasurable activities
most of which fall outside the controlling discipline of officialc h o o Francogi®vh@t 6 s i n a
Na me 0 Thé&s® gvents includmting at chain restaurants and watching a particular

television program or filmPopular culture distinguishes one community from another and
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presents thoughts and ideas in tvaiitten foom. Before the 1990s, the literacy rate in Latin
American countries did not exceed 50 percent (Beezley and @dagy xi). Rather than rely
on printed materials, everyday customs such as oral traditions, music, and visual imagery served
to represent agsticular community.
With Franco0s d dotusafthigthesias onithe audmvisudl compoheat
popular culture The audiovisual component specifically relates to any forms of media that
combine both aural and ocular qualitieam interested in thi#ms, television programs, and
YouTube videoshatare broadcasted #rgentines on a daily basisVith the broad definition of
popul ar culture and research of the many theo
orad i vity that i mpacts society. o Li ke Fostero
influence that bombards individuals when they watch television, peruse the Internet, or read

magaines omewspapers
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Chapter 2. The Study ofChinese, Japanese, and Koreaimmigra nts to Argentina

In the summer of 2013, | had the privilege of traveling to South America and spending
six weeks, four of which were in Santiago, Chile. | lived with a Chilean family in the middle
classcomuna(neighborhood) of Las Condes and attended La Universidad Andrés Bello. From
firsthand experience, | noticed a lack of diversity in the population. There were many
individuals of European and indigenaidisscentbutfew of Asian, Middle Eastern, and even
African descent.After my studies, | travelled tBuenos Airesandnoticed the vastthnic
diversity ofportefios(residents of Buenos Aireshcluding thelargepopulation of Asians living
in the city | was surprisedguch a large group of Asians, especially in the neighborhood of
Belgrano, wher&l Barrio Chinoor Chinatown is located.

Upon researching national population statistics, | discovered thAtgeatine
Constitutiondid not provide for alecenniahatioral censugArgentine Constitution of 1898
Constitutional reforms in 1898 mandated fopplation inquirieso beconductedor
representation in the Senate, but did not explicitly state when. In practice, censuses were taken
roughly every decag&owever reforms instituted in 1949 mandated a decennial census be done
(Argentine Constitution of 1949There have been only 1@tonal censuses takéor the
following years 1869, 1895, 1914, 1947, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1991, 2001 and Zé&MNational
Institute of Statistics and Censuses of Argentin&l Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos
(INDEC) is charged with the duty of coordinating and assessing national, provincial, and local
demographic informationDue toa lack of consistent inforntian, it is difficult to paint an
accurate picture of immigration starting at the beginning of the twentieth century. To add further
disorderthe censuses conducted before 2010 only ask citizéresy were born in Argentina or

abroad. There are no qi®ns asking raciathnicityor background These numbers do not
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take into account descendants of immigrants who were born in Argetitimas only in 2010
that citizens were askl the country of their birth.

The nost recenpopulationfigures come from th8icentenaryCensusf 2010. Figure 1
shows the growth of the Argentine population every census that was recésletlithe 2012,
there were nearly 40 million peopléw live in Argentina This figure represents a significant
increase in 10 years since the last census in 2001 that reported roughly 36 million people.
According to figure 2approximately 1.7% of the Argentine populatieas born in Asia with
0.5% specifically from Chinalt is important to note that persons from Miel Eastern countries
such as Libya and Syria are counted within this stati3ings statistic translates to 31,001
persons born in Asia with 8,929 frawtainland China7,321 from Korea (both North and
South), 4,036 from Japan, and 2,875 from Taitithave moved to ArgentingeeTable J).
Additionally, Table1 shows the spefic numbers for each countryApproximately 54%of
persondorn abroad live in the é#ilonomous City of Buenos AiresgeTable 3. However,
provinces such adendoza and/isioneswith strong Chinese, Japanese, and Korean
communitiegpresent high numbers of persons born abroad in thgskd@ables3 and 4. Data
from the Japanese Mirtig of Foreign Affairs estimatthat 23,000 persons of Japanese descent
and 11,675 Jamese citizens live in Argentina as of December 2011 ("JApgentine Relations
[Basic Datdl'). The South Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade recorded 22,354
people of Korean descent living in Argentinaas of 200iCur r ent St atus of Ovge
CompatrlirdrTee Peopleds Republic of China and th
official statistics of how many ofs citizens live in ArgentinaHowever,it is reportedoy
Clarin, a leadingArgentinedaily newspaper, that there are 120,p@dsons of Chinese descent

(Sanchez) T h e t e r m canjGrbsvanoassdefiditionslue t o t he regionds p
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o refer

of Chinaand the Republic of Chin&As a result of the latest Argentine census, | have chosen to

research the three largest Asian ethnicities that call Argentina home: the Japanese, the Koreans,

and the Chinese.

Figure 1. Total population of the Argentine Republic According to Census Red@als 1869

to 2010
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Figure 2. Percentage ajtal Argentine population born abroad according to place of birth. Year
2010.
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Table 1. Total Argentine population born abroad according to place of birth and age groups.
Year 2010.

Poblacién nacida en el extranjero

Grupo de edad
15-64
1.805.957 1.289.539

América 1.471.399 127.856 1.167.617 175.926
Paises limitrofes 1.245.064 101.272 975.803 167.889
Bolivia 45272 37.070 277625 30.577
Brasil 41.330 3.499 30.520 7.3
Chile 191.147 4.820 142.168 44158
Paraguay 550.713 52.195 433435 65.083
Uruguay 116.582 3.688 92145 20.759
Paises no limitrofes 226.345 26.584 191.724 8.037
Peri 157.514 13.918 138.453 5143
Resto de América 68.831 12.666 53.2M 2804
Europa 299.394 10.624 94.495 194.275
Alemania 8416 565 4152 3.699
Espana 94.030 5.884 26.208 61.938
Francia 6.995 624 4484 1.887
fialia 147.4993 1977 41.823 103.699
Resto de Europa 42.454 1.574 17.828 23.052
Asia 31.001 1.526 24201 5274
China 8.929 240 8.452 237
Corea 734 245 5.988 1.088
Japdn 4.036 251 1919 1.866
Libano 933 8 349 576
Siria 1337 12 663 662
Taiwan 2.875 3 2.588 254
Resio de Asia 5.570 737 4242 501
Adrica 2738 119 2107 512
Oceania 1.425 187 1.119 119

SourceArgentina. El Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y CenSesiso Nacional de Poblacion,
Hogares y Viviendas 2018uenos Aires: Censo del Bicentenario, D¥i12.Web. Web. 1 Mar.
2014. <http://www.censo2010.indec.gov.ar/index_cuadros_2.asp>
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Table 2. Total population of the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires born abroad according to
place of birth, age groups, and gender. Year 2010.

168.914 13.218 131.004 24.692 212.864 13.482 160.165 .27

América 297.326 131.203 11.888 112.492 6.823 166.122 12.1659 141.749 12214
Paises limftrofes 207.889 91.108 8.289 77179 5.640 116.781 B8.468 97.704 10.609
Bolivia 76.609 36.818 4128 31.600 1.000 39.791 41371 34126 1.528
Brasil 10.357 4.254 375 3614 265 6.103 373 5.149 581
Chile 9.857 4.386 216 3.609 561 5.4M 155 4.251 1.065
Paraguay 80.325 31.752 3.266 27.041 1.445 43573 3.467 41.725 338
Uruguay 30741 13.898 304 11315 2279 16.843 336 12.453 4054
Paises no limftrofes (América) 89.436 40.095 3.599 35313 1.183 49.341 3.691 44.045 1.608
Perd 60.478 26.360 2267 23444 649 34118 2.341 30.862 915
Resto de América 28.958 13.735 1332 11.869 534 15.223 1.350 13.183 GO0
Europa 66.083 28.206 895 10.745 16.566 37.877 896 11.467 25.514
Alemania 2.321 1.086 44 G54 388 1.235 4 603 501
Espafia 26.282 10.733 419 3.156 7.158 15.549 434 3.625 11.490
Francia 2.838 1.414 100 1.038 276 1.424 93 949 3g2
[talia 22.168 9.516 121 2.799 6.596 12.652 147 3.106 9.399
Resto de Europa 12474 5.457 21 3.008 2148 T.017 181 3.184 3.652
Asia 16.670 8418 390 6812 1.216 8.252 399 6.489 1.364
China 3.932 2.051 58 1.909 B4 1.881 49 1.775 57
Caorea 6.242 3110 a7 2.545 468 3.132 120 2.567 445
Japan 1484 702 36 380 286 782 43 398 34
Libano 336 147 = 70 I 189 2 57 130
Siria 441 234 3 122 109 207 3 68 136
Taiwan 17 849 10 733 106 868 5 T3 90
Resto de Asia 2518 1.325 186 1.053 86 1.193 177 851 165
Africa 1176 3 T28 63 354 19 238 a7
Oceania 524 265 14 2271 24 259 9 22 28

SourceArgentina. El Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y CenSesso Nacional de Poblaoi6
Hogares y Viviendas 2018uenos Aires: Censo del Bicentenario, Dec. 201&h. Web. 1 Mar.
2014. <http://lwww.censo2010.indec.gov.ar/index_cuadros_2.asp>
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Table 3. Total population of the province of Mendoza born abroad according to pladh,of bir
age groups, and gender. Year 2010.

H1 I { 6.949

América 55.646 26.223 2953 19.942 3.328 29.423 2924 22,696 3.803
Palses limfirofes 46,556 22,100 1.933 16.959 3.208 24.456 191 18.874 3.67
Bolivia 27.239 13.919 1.520 10.880 1519 13.320 1510 10.446 1.364
Brasil 652 2N 27 199 45 381 35 257 89
Chile 17.550 7.386 348 5479 1.559 10.164 324 7.740 2.100
Paraguay 87 261 25 191 45 326 28 240 o8
Uruguay 528 263 13 210 40 265 14 191 60
Paises no limftrofes (América) 9.090 4123 1.020 2983 120 4.967 1.013 3.822 132
Perd 5.360 2.258 24 1.958 59 3.102 258 2775 69
Resto de América 3.730 1.865 T 1.025 61 1.865 795 1.047 63
Europa 9.369 4.384 a0 1.524 2.459 4.985 347 1.550 3.088
Alemania 188 93 7 65 21 95 5 59 3
Espana 4130 1.902 293 587 1.022 2.228 256 640 1.332
Francia 310 154 15 113 26 156 12 95 49
[talia 3.786 1.770 59 513 1.198 2.016 47 511 1.458
Resto de Europa 955 465 27 246 192 490 27 245 218
Asia 446 235 1 185 45 m 1 149 51
China 108 58 = 54 4 50 1 47 2
Corea 4 25 1 20 4 16 = 13 3
Japén 40 18 = i 7 22 2 7 13
Libano 3 16 = ] 10 17 = 4 13
Siria 3h 16 = 3 13 19 = 4 15
Taiwan m 40 = 39 1 39 1 38 =
Resto de Asia 110 62 - 52 [} 43 7 36 5
Africa m 49 1 Ly 7 28 2 19 7
Oceania 8 45 L} 39 2 36 1 25 -

SourceArgentina. El Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y CenSesso Nacional de Poblacion,
Hogares y Viviendas 2018uenos Aires: Censo del Bicentenario, Dec. 204&h. Web. 1 Mar.
2014. <http://lwww.censo2010.indec.gov.ar/index_cuadros_2.asp>
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Table 4. Total population of the province of Misiones kalsroad according to place of birth,
age groups, and gender. Year 2010.

3142

América 41.356 19.530 1.077 11.300 7.153 21.826 1.021 13434 7.3NM
Paises limftrofes 40.660 19.124 1.005 10.993 7126 21.536 9r7 13211 7.348
Bolivia 151 113 9 4 30 38 4 3 3
Brasil 13.000 6.059 226 3.8 1.956 6.941 b 4.280 2444
Chile 281 142 9 106 27 139 9 106 24
Paraguay 26.799 12.569 (&1 6.748 5.070 14.230 733 8658 4.839
Uruguay 429 24 10 188 43 188 14 136 38
Palses no limitrofes (América) 696 406 72 307 27 290 44 223 23
Perd 156 100 T 81 12 96 3 52 1
Resto de América 540 306 65 226 15 234 4 1 22
Europa 2.063 1.032 115 a3 486 1.031 87 365 679
Alemania 325 149 16 46 &7 176 9 72 95
Espaiia 327 190 24 110 56 137 13 I 47
Francia 78 36 1 30 5 42 4 25 13
[talia 219 127 10 57 60 92 i 42 44
Resto de Europa 1.114 530 64 188 278 584 55 149 380
Asia 492 258 1 188 ] 234 10 1562 T2
China 47 28 = 25 3 19 = 17 2
Corea 22 12 = 10 2 10 = 10 =
Japén 187 88 9 4 38 99 8 30 61
Libano 7 4 1 2 1 3 = = 3
Siria 2 2 = 1 1 = = = =
Taiwan 18 1 = 8 3 7 = i =
Resto de Asia 209 113 1 101 1 96 2 88 ]
Adrica 16 9 - 8 1 7 - 4 3
Oceania 85 L 10 2 2 o 2 38 L}

SourceArgentina. El Instituto ldcional de Estadistica y Cens@gnso Nacional de Poblacion,
Hogares y Viviendas 2018uenos Aires: Censo del Bicentenario, Dec. 204&h. Web. 1 Mar.
2014. <http://lwww.censo2010.indec.gov.ar/index_cuadros_2.asp>
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Chapter 3: The Japanese

Immigration toArgentina

The first mention of Japan in Argentiheéstory dates back to the latixteenthcentury
with the description of a man baptized as Francisco Xapon (Onaha 2). His exact origin, how he
arrived in Argentina, and other details ablbistlife are brief and fragmented. Historians know
he was a slave with Japanese roots because mecansidered to bef inferior social strata did
not possess the right to carry a last name. The register in the Historic Archive of the Province of
Cérdoba verifies his sale to a local vicar by the name of Miguel G. de Porras.

In the political arena, the lwakura Mission was the first official visit to Argentina sent by
the Japanese military government known as the Shogunate in 1871. In its wottadw;dlee
Shogunate aimed to modernize Japan and reintroduce Japanese culture to the world after a long
period of isolation from the West (Onaha 3). This visit opened the doors to increasing dialogue
between the two countries. The military government geoups of young men to explore the
country and report back with information pertaining to Argentina. Curiosity and interest began
to circulate among the Japanese and conjured a strong desire to visit this foreign land (Onaha 4).

The first Japanesetsier was Kinzo Makino, a former sailor, who bought land in 1890.

His intent was to stay in Argentina in order to save up money and return to Japan. Makino
cultivated crops on his land and later sold them for a profit at local markets including Buenos
Aires. Through his economic establishment, he aided future immigrants and assisted in their
transition to life in Argentina. His efforts were recognized by the emperor of Japan when the
Count Nakamura award was presented to Makino in 1910 (Kikuivama 7§. Makino

decided not to return to his homeland, but sent his eldest son to study in Japan and learn the

culture and tradition (Kikumuraano 7677). The government under the Argentine Constitution
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of 1853, Law Number 817 was signed into effect on Oct@Be1876which restricted the flow
of immigration into the country (Tigner 204). This law not only affected the small to€kle
Japanese immigrants, but also the large masses of European immigrants.

Argentina and Japan established formal diplomatic ties by signing the Treaty of
Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation on February 3, 1898. The trip of the Argentine frigate,
Presidente Sarmiento 1900 further laid the foundation for dialogue betweertwe
countries. The tour promoted the treaty and included stops in key port cities like Yokohama and
Kobe. Along the wayPresidentSarmientaecruited Japanese waiters to serve on his voyage.

The story of Yoshio Shinya, a young store worker, retolgh&isonal interview witlthe
presidentimselfand subsequent journey across the Pacific (Onaha 6). Japan established its
embassy in Buenos Airies in April 1902 with Narinori Okoshi ser@isgs ambassador
(Mastersorand Funad&lasser88; Onaha 6).

SignificantJapanese immigration began in 19809 with families arriving from
Okinawa and Kagoshima Prefecture. Settlements occurred indirectly since they originally
immigrated to Brazil, Peru, Paraguay, and Chile (Kikurmao 72). Those from Braawere
di scontented colonists from the coffee planta
appealed to those from not only Peru and Brazil, but the homeland as well. For example, during
the second decade of the twentieth century, a Japanese dmseestitt in Buenos Aires could
expect to earn 50 to 80 Argentine pesos per month or about $20 tbS$3@ollars A gardener
earned approximatelySD $20 toUSD $40, and a worker in a small show factory add8D
$60. Workers in Japanese factories warely able to earn more th&alsD 50¢ per day, or
aboutUSD $13 a month, at this particular time (Mastersod Funad#lasser9).

Remigrationfrom Brazil and Perplayed a significant role in the Japanese population in
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Argentina. Between 1906 and 19ihfore than 300 Japanelsern workers came to the fertile
lands of Argentina (Tigner 205).

Bet ween 1914 and 1930, established Japanes
over relatives, friends, and acquaintances to Argentina (Tigner 204). Ty eventually
attain Argentine citizenship, but only after years of work and government approval. By 1920,
the Japanese population reached nearly 2,000 individuals (Tigner 205). The Argentine
government did not impose significant restrictions on Jaganasigration in the 1930s. It
appeared that nearly all Japanese i mmigrants
or brought by relatives already I|iving in Arg
spouses and relatives dowrthose of the third degree, or first cousins (Tigner 204). In 1938,
two estimates from the Japanese Ministry of Overseas Affairs reported the number of people
immigrating to Argentina. The low estimate reported 5,838 settlers while the high estiredte list
7,095 (Mastersoand Funad&lasserf5). As a result othe outbreak of World War Il and
subsequent hostilities in the Pacific in December 1941, Japanese emigration to Argentina quickly
halted.

Foll owing Worl d War ||, erdmeatadmbistratiomigl®47Per - n
called for the admission of 250,000 immigrants to work primarily in agriculture and industry
(Mastersorand Funad#&lasser204). However, the unfavorable latehure system discouratje
largescale Japanese immigration to fedile pampas. The overthrow of Perén in 1955
precipitated a long period of civil military unrest and economic instability that made Argentina
unattractive to immigration until the 1960s (Masteraod Funad&lasser205).

In 1957, government agreentenvere achieved that allowed tKeaigai ljyu Jigyodan

(KIJ) to permit organized Japanese agricultural settlements in the provinces of Mendoza and
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Misiones. The location of the Misiones community provided immigrants with a gradual
assimilation due to itdifferentiated human landscape away from urban centers such as Buenos
Aires. The colonization efforts were the most ambitious colonization efforts in Argentina in the
postWorld War Il era. Furthermore, colorsgnjoyed the warm, humid climatic condit®that
reminded them of their homeland (Eidt 5). Japanese immigrants who originally settled in the
Alto Parana region of Paraguay, the second most important region of organized Japanese farm
settlement in the Americas, crossed the border into the Angepitovince of Misiones (Eidt 7).

Its location directly across the Rio Parana from the Japanese settlements in Argentina proved to
be an enticing factor (Mastersand Funad&lasser207). Colonists who began to arrive in the
1950s were able to benefib social and economic support networks that were already in place
after nearly five decades of Japanese presence in Argentina (Mastetdsbanad#Classen

207). By 1952, the Japane&ggentine population reached approximately 10,000.

The following thrty years marked a steady influx of immigrations. Nevertheless,
Dekasegimigration signaled the reopening of the migratory flow between Argentina and Japan
(HirabayashiKikumuraYano, andHirabayash61). This phenomenon occurred in the 1980s
and affeted not only Argentindorn Japanese, but Japanese immigrants into Argentina. For
those already in Argentina, their role in Arg
i n s e HirabayashiKikumuraYano, andHirabayash262). They consideretiémselves
AArgepot bnésthey also embraced their Japanese
daily life: family references, villagéamed reciprocal relationships, gastronomy, and attitudes
towards el der s. Sur/Aget s inegloy di le nber mximdapam

ident i f i c atofiJapanes®riginog ewnatsi nues e d .
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Between 1988 and 1989, anotinave of emigration took place. The economic crisis
took its toll and caused hyperinflation which led worrisome Argentines to teaveuntry.
There were raids on supermarkets and long lines wrapping around consulates with people
waiting to apply for visas to treamecountries their ancestors left decades befdmabayashi
KikumuraYano, anctHirabayashk 6 3 ) . The phrase fAThe only way
international airport in Bueno@idABaween1991 r ef | e
and 1992, the Argentine government checked inflation by pegging the Argentine peso to the
American dollarHirabayashiKikumuraYano, andHirabayash263). Despite these efforts,
manyArgentines of Japanese descent returned to their homalaimgd) the economic crisis in
the early 200Q0s

Japanes€ulturein Argentine Audiovisual Popular Culture

Anime the Japanese word for animationaiform ofpopular animated Japanese
television programs (Napier8 Pattern 27276;Ruble and Lysne 37). This Japanese style can
be compared to the Saturday cartoons and other animated programs that are seen edthe Unit
States.A n i ndevérse art form employs the use of hatrdwn and computer animation that
focus on the realism of the setting rather than camera effects or angle shots. The most noticeable
differences that setnimeapart from other animated programs include the size of character
proportions, specifically the characterds hea
Someanimeprograms have been adapted to Argentine audiences by incorporating the Spanish
language and through the application of themes like soccer and character develdpraent.
nightly news prograrelenoche aired a report highlighting the growing popularitynie
programs in Argentina and the fegr).iTeéaepoda! 1 nvas

includesinterviewswith otakus or people who have a stroaffinity for anime These people
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are different from the typical viewer becawtakustake theirobsession to a whole new level by
dresing as their favorite charactersofexample thethreeotakus Noelia, Ariel, and llleana,
modelt hei r f avor i tirethecepatNaela a®uednNehelenigrbnn the
program,Sailor Moor) in an ominous empress outfit adorned with goe#itide jewelry; Ariel as
Phoenix Ikki(from the mang&aint Seiyain a warrior outfit reminiscent of the show
Dragonball Z and llleana aSailor Chibi Moon(from the programSailar Moon) in a pink mini
Figure 3.0takucharactersSource: http://media.tumblr.com/tumblr_llw5bkCLDX1qfc61u.png
http://chivasblog.aceite.fbiz.com.br/blog/pntent/uploads/2011/11/ikki_fenix.jpeand
http://fcO1l.deviantart.net/fs70/f/2011/102/7/e/eternal_sailor_chivi_moon_by armandingui

d3duh6l.jpg
(a) Noelia as Queen Nehelenla from the progr8ailor Moon
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(c) llleana as Sailor Chibi Moon from the prograsailor Moon
)

N

us: LA INVASION ORIE

(ROOLESCENTES FANATICOS DE LOS DIBLIOS

dress with a pink wig and white platform bo¢dse fig. 3) By their appearances, it seems as if

it was Halloween or they were going to a party or even a festival. Howeverpthkasin their
mid-20s wear their outfits regularly for fun. Like Ariel, Noelia and llleana tell of their obsession
with anime They began watching varioasimeprograms such &ailor Moonas children and
continued to watch as they matured. Throughout the couwtéiyis along with the average

viewer of all ages, meet periodically to discuss the nemreéstemovies and theakest
merchandis@vailable to the public. Theseeetings can be comparedctmmicconventions held

in the United States such as Cor@ion.

Thenews reportontinues with the interviews of tleet a lpareiits who support their
chil dr e n 6 sThefparents mentonh how they would accompany their child to the store
to buy costume accessories such as wigs, rapkand fabrics. According to Noelia, her keen
interest inanimehas sparked her curiosity with the Japanese culture. She has stieted the
Japanese | anguage and Japanese customs to bet
cultural importance in the program. Furthermore, Noelia choreographs dance numbers to the
Japanese music usedanimeprograms along with fellow enthusiastAriel mentions that the

programs have encouraged him to read more about the Greek myths that are intertwined with the
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plots. The segment concludes looking backrameprograms from the 1970s suchS&zeed
Racer the robot shows lik&lobile Suit Gundmfrom the 1980s, and modeday shows such as
Sailor Moon. These new generations of adolescents know not only Westernized superheroes like
Superman and Batman, but also Moon Princess and Goku from the Orient.
Animeprograms continue to be broadcasbtlghout Argentina, but instead of spoken
dialogue in Japanese, characters speak in Spanish. The popul&abtam Tsubaséalso
known ad_os Super CampeonasLatin America) from the 1980s is a prime example of the
Japanese influence in Argentinariginally amanga,or Japanese comicps Super Campeones
was adaptetbr televisionin aprogram that spanned four seasolmsepisode 25 from the first
season during which the audience witnesses a flashback of two Aogergtineboys showing
off their soccer abilities with an apple (CapitanTsubasaJr). As one of the young boys
demonstratebicycle kick, viewers are transported to the middle of a soccer game where the
once young boy is now a handsome young soccer pl&yez.to theArgentine socceplayeid s
jersey colored with theky blue and white of the Argentine flagewers know that the
chil dhood fl ashback i sasteemnimiigurenldis opporecteare pl ayer
from Japan with their navy blue, redllared jerseys reminisceot theactualJapanese national
soccer team. From previous episodes, we learn the young boy is the main character, Oliver
Atom, who loves soccer and his only goal in life is to win the FIFA World Qike theanime
program portrays, socceris Argenfna nati onal sport that nearly

play. In some respects, soccer is a religion, only second to that of the Roman Catholic Church.
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Figure4. The anime prograni,os Super CampeoneSource: CapitanTsubasaJr

The Argentinecabletelevisionchanneklgourmets synonymous with that of the Food
Network in the United States. Within the cha
have their own shows demonstrating to viewers how to prepare romantic dgindensches
under 20 minutes. However, the channel has in its arsenal, Ivao Komiyama, a Japanese
Argentine sushi chef who was born and raised in La Plakef Komiyamaincorporates the use
of local produce with Japanese cooking techniques that viewer® @rhdme.In a oneon-one
interview with the channel, Komiyama recounts important moments in his life and his family
history of being chefse{gourmetcomLatamiP e r f i | e s : | )wKomiydfhereldtey a ma 0
how he became one of the chefs on the charret. Japanesargentinechef hostsa variety of
television programs with titles ranging froiok GourmetoS u s h i and&usik coh dabor
latino (Sushi with Latin flavorYelgourmetcomLatanfj | wa o Ko mi yamao) . I n o
example, Komiyama showsewers how to prepare sashimi on his prog&oms hi .ndé Rol |
Sashimi is seafood that is sliced into thin pieces and eaten raw (Toyoshima 260). Sashimi is not
to be confused with sushi, which refers to pieces of seafood paired with vaueded rice
(Traphagan and Brown 128)n this episode, Komiyama combingpical Argentine foods like
octopus and lobster meaith Argentine spiceto make an extremely flavorful dish. Dressed in

his traditional blue coat, Komiyama slices the meat into fine piecessasdchopsticks to
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transport them to the serving plate from his chopping board (MegaDANRC). These subtle
details show how Komiyama incorporates part of his Japanese heritage into his Latin American
made dishes.

Figure5. lIwao Komiyama, Japanegegentinechef Chef Komiyama in his interview with

elgourmet(left) and cooking during his programjok Gourme(right). Source:
http://i.ytimg.com/vi/VBI1RfQC_M/0.jpg

& iwao komiyama

In addition to Komiyamaglgourmeteaturesanother Japanese chef by the name of
TakehiroOhno. ChefOh n o 0 s fuseslapmanesegredientsand Latin American flavors
together in a way that harmoniously brings together the two different waJsldge the former,
Ohno was born in Hokkaido prefecture and came to Argentina on multipleatwcés various
business endeavors ("Takehiro Ohno"). In his TEBxference presentatiom Cérdoba, Ohno
recounts his upbringing in a traditional Japanese samurai family. He highlights three personally
important virtuesn the samurai cultureespecthumility, and honor@hng. These three
virtues guided his wupbringing and his career
home prefecture and then to the Basque Country in Spain, Uruguay, and Argentina. On
elgourmet the Hokkaidan hostrograms entitle®3.Oriente,Occidente,Ohno
(03.0riental,Western,OhnandOkashi.Dulces.Ohnfokashii s t he Japanese word

anddulceis the Spanish word for dessert). His techniques include those that were taught during
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his studies at Nishyushu University in Japan and from his mother when he was a small child

(Ohno. An exampl e of ChAegentinefbsionid seen dn arpepisodeDino

where the Japanese chef creates a magalisb de berenjen@ggplant stew) andamburguesa

japonesa corchampifiones en salsa dea@japanese hamburger with mushrooms in soy sauce)

as seen in figure @lgourmetcomLatanfiOhnoi Guiso de berenjena y hamburguesa

japonesa ) . Eggpl ants ar e ¢ ommo Japays onesoktielleadimgy J apane
exporters in eastern AsigAccording to the most recent figures from the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nation3apan is the seventh largest producer of eggplants with a
production total of approximately 327 toffsnount of Egglant Production in 2032 This

complementary pairing mixes rich, yet distinctive flavors that are pleasing to the palate. Ohno

goes one step further in pursuing this Adliamin flavor using ingredients from hiapanese

mot her 6 s de s seapisode oDlashi.Dulees.Ohndhno makeas torta marmolada

de cacao y la de té verde con batatas fritas carameliz@ae®a and green tea marble cake with

fried caramelized yams)Cocoa beans are native to Latin Amerggecifically Central America

and the Amazon basin (Zipperer 4). These tasty beans were discovered by Spanish conquistadors
and taken back to Spain and the rest of Europe (Wood and{&sdrithe culinary world,

cocoa beans along with vanilla, sugarg @ther spices are the elements used to make chocolate.
Ohnodés blending creates a rich dessert filled
(elgourmetcomLataniiOk as hi . Dul ces. Ohno. 0) . At the <cor
demonstrations, Ohrmompletes the Asiathatin American fusion by sharing facts and tidbits of

his homeland. Hsits in a replica of aashiki,a traditional dining area complete with a low

standing table and cushioasddisplays an object pertaining to Japanese culture oesha

memories from his childhood in Japan.



Gomez26

Outside the studio, Buenos Aires is home to many green spaces across the city that
harmoniously blend the loud, fasaced style of the city with the relaxing, tranquil environment
of parks. In total, the city Isavorldrenowned parks around the city named after monumental
dates in Argentine history and famdosinding fathersuch as Parque Tres de Febrero
(February ¥ Park) and Plaza San Martin. In particulgt,Jardin JaponégJapanese Garddn
in the neighborhood of Palermo has become one of the moskweslin spots t@ortefiosand
visitors alike. In a terminute weekend report for the chan@anal 5 Noticiaor C5N, a news
correspondent reports on the fun activipestefioscan enjoy on avarm Septembespring day.
The camera pans out to a crowd of people walking over the iconic red ireriatidge and
little children throwing bread crumbs to the fish below in the wadeseen in figure. 7Next,
Sergio Miyagi, the press coordinafor the Japanese Garden, is interviewed. Miyagi speaks
about the importance of the park between the Argentine Republic and the State of Japan and the
recreation of the Japanese countryside in the middle of Buenos88Bsif Buen Fi ndeo) .
FurthermoreMiyagi highlights the park as a generous gift to the people of Buenos Aires and
Argentina for being so gracious and welcoming to the arrival of Japanese immigrants. The
program continues with ethe-spot interviews with local children and adults tellihgit
favorite parts of the park and what attractions there are t&bddardin Japonékas played host
to a slewof events from welcoming foreign dignitaries to highlighting various exhibitions of the
Japanese culture. A YouTube clip reveals an interbietween Tea Alberti, a tea connoisseur
with her own blog calledea&co.with Ayako Kishimoto, the curator of the Argentidapanese
Cultural Foundatiorfteaandch In this interview, Kishimoto describebashitsuthe next
exhibitthat would be on dispy. Chashitsu s t he Japanese word for At

ceremonies take place (Harris). Viewers learn about the historical background of tea ceremonies
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andtheirimportant role in welcoming new guests and even negotiating business transactions.

The clip ends with Alberti inquiring about the spes of the upcoming exhihit

Figure6. Takehiro Ohno, Japanesegentine chefChef Ohno cooking during his program,
03.0riente,Occidente,Ohntop left), his dishes of guiso de berenjena y hamburguesa japonesa
(top right and bottom left), and his TEDx talk in Cérdoba (bottom ri@ujrces:

el gour met ObnmoiLGuiscadenhererijena y hamburguesa japan€3ano

S 2

" "

M1 primier maestro de cocma espatiols

Akthiko Manada
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Figure7. El Jardin Japonés Buenos Aires, Argentin&ource:
http://www. elmundoenmlmaleta com/vqmntent/uploads/2014/01/1ardjapo iPg

Figure 8. Japanesaiko drums Theall-femaleintermediateaiko group from the Buenos Aires
Taiko Dojo (top)and theall-malekumtidaikoor ensemblestyle group from Aichi Prefecture,
Japan (bottom)Source:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/06/TaikoDrummersAichiJapan.jpg

In Japanese culture,usic playsan important rolén ceremonies, but also serves as

entertainment to the Japanese. ko drums are one of the most noticeable Japanese



